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ON ALMOST-FIXED-POINT THEORY
MICHIEL HAZEWINKEL AND MARCEL VAN DE VEL

1. Introduction. Let X be a topological space, % a finite covering of X
(the words ‘covering” and ‘cover’ are used interchangeablv). We say that
(X, %) has the almost fixed point property for a class ¥ of continuous maps
X > Xifforall f €% thereisanx » X and U © # such that x « U and
flx) < U, or, equivalently, if there is a U ¢ % such that UM f(U) = @.

For example, if X is the euclidean plane and % a finite open covering by
convex sets, then (X, %) has the almost fixed point property for all continuous
maps (cf. De Groot, De \'ries, Van der Walt [3]). Other examples of almost
fixed point theorems can be found in Klee [8], Halpern [7] and Gray, Vaughan
[6].

It is fairly natural to restrict attention to finile coverings of X. Indeed if a
Hausdorff space X is such that (X, %) has the almost fixed point property
for all open coverings %, then X has the fixed point property. It is also fairly
natural to concentrate somewhat on noncompact spaces .\ because if a compact
Hausdorff space X is such that (X, %) has the almost fixed point property for
all (or a cofinal set of all) finite coverings % then X has the fixed point
property.

There is an extension of this last result. Let X be a I'4-space and f: X — X
a continuous map. Let w(.X') be the Wallman compactification of .X'. There is
an induced continuous map w(f): w(X) — w(X). The following two statements
are then equivalent: (i) w(f) has a fixed point; (ii) for every finite open
covering % of X thereisa U € % such that U M f(U) # @. This follows from
the fact that there is a one-one correspondence between finite coverings of X
and finite coverings of w(X).

In this paper we develop what Thompson {13] calls an indirect theory. A
main result is a Lefschetz-type almost fixed point theorem. We first define a
certain kind of finite coverings called geometric coverings. The result then is:
let X be a space with a closed geometric covering ¢ and let {1 X — X. Then
L(f) = 0 or for every finite open cover % which is refined by % there is a
U € 9 such that UM f(U) # B. Here L(f), the Lefschetz number, is defined
in terms of compactly generated Cech homology.

The next step is then to find at least some examples of geometric coverings.
In this direction we have, for example, the following results:

(i) A compact space X admits a weak semicomplex structure (cf. Thompson
[12] for this notion) if and only if every finite open covering is geometric.
(Spaces which admit a WSC structure include all compact polyhedra).
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tin) 1 X is o not necessarily compact normal space and % is a finite closed
convexoid covering which admits a finite open refinement then % is geometric
ief. 8.4 below ; for non-normal spaces cf. 8.3).

This last result, the Lefschetz-type almost fixed point theorem, and a
result on the existence of finite closed convex refinements of finite open convex
coverings of vector spaces then combine to give a proof of the following almost
tixed point theorem, conjectured by De Groot for euclidean spaces (cf. [3]):

Let 4 be a finite open convex covering of a locally convex space X, f: X — X
continuous. Then there is a U € % such that UN f(U) # @.

A result of this nature (with more restricting hypotheses) has already be’
obtained by Dugundji in [2], a paper which deserves to be much more widely
known than it appears to be. Dugundji's proof does not fit in with the “‘clas-
sical” procedure of Lefschetz fixed point theory, and his hypotheses are
homotopical, rather than homological.

2. Compactly generated Cech homology. In this section we introduce
some notation and give a short outline of the definitions of the (compactly
generated) Cech homology groups. For more details see, for example, Eilenberg
and Steenrod [4] and Spanier [11].

2.1, Some notations und conventions. If X is a topological space then cov/(X)
denotes the set of all finite open coverings of X. All coverings occurring in this
paper (open or not) will be finite. If % is a finite covering of X and &/ C %
is a subset then N &/ = M ey .

A simplicial complex will be an abstract simplicial complex. All simplicial
complexes will be finite. If S is a simplicial complex then S* denotes its n-
skeleton, AS is the chain complex with coefficients in Q associated to S and
H,(S) is the k-th homology group of AS. The symbol I denotes the simplicial
complex with two vertices e, ; and one 1-simplex (e, ;). If Sand S, are tv’
simplicial complexes then S X Sy is their cartesian product. The vertices
8 X [ are pairs (a, e,) where ¢ isa vertex of S, 7 = 0, 1; we write a! for (a, e,),
¢ = 0, 1. With this notation the simplices of S X 7 can be described as follows:
let ay, . .., a, be an ordering of the vertices of S. Then a simplex of S X I is
of theform lu,,® ..., a0 ay, Y. o uy ! wheredy < ... <4, £ 4, < ... i

Let % < cov/(X), K a subspace of X; with % |K we denote the set of sub-
sets of K of the form UN K, U € %, and C(K, %) stands for the simplicial
complex which is the nerve of %|K; i.e. a typical simplex of C(K, %) cor-
responds to a subset ¢ = {U,, ..., U,} of  such that U, N\... N Uy, N
K # 8. The n-skeleton of C(K, %) is denoted C*(K, %) and the k-th homol-
ogy group of AC(K, %) is denoted H (% |K); if K = X we sometimes write
H¥) or Hi(X, %) for H{(#|X) and C(¥) for C(X, %).
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Let o be asimplex of C(K, 93, # © cov'{(X), K X, Then the support of
o, supplal, is defined as U peo M K and the reduced support of ¢ as rsupple)
= Moo UKD A chain e £ ACIK, %) is said to be on a subspace 4 C K if
¢ is in the subchain complex AC(4, %) CAC(K, %) or, equivalently, if
rsupp(e) M .4 B for all ¢ occurring in ¢ (i.e. having nonzero coefficient in ¢).

2.2, Cech homology of compact spuces. Let K be a compact space, K’ a closed
{compact) subspace of K. Let %' - cov{K') and % ¢ cov/(K). Then we say
that U’ refines % and write @' = F if for every U" ¢ ¥ thereisa U < %
such that U’ C U. Choosing such a V for every 1 ¢ ¥ defines a map of
simplicial complexes C(K’, #') — C(K, %) and a homomorphism of chain
complexes AC(K", U’y — AC(K, %) and induces a homomorphism H, (%) —

(). All these maps are called refinement maps. There is usually more than
one refinement map C(K’', ') — C(K, %) but they are all homotopic and
hence induce the same homomorphism Hy (&'} — H (W),

Applying this with K’ = K and letting % run through cov/(K ) we obtain
a projective system of groups and homomorphisms, H,(K, ~), indexed by
cov/(K). The k-th Cech homology group of K is now defined as H,(K) =
lim, H,(K, —). The canonical projection H,(K)— H,(%) is denoted by
£2".

Let f: K;— K3 be a continuous map of compact spaces. Every ¥, ¢
cov/(K,) then gives rise toa [~y = W, € cov/(Ky), f~1 (W) = | [ U0, €
G}, Assigning to a vertex f~'U; the vertex U, defines a map of simplicial
complexes C(K,, #,) — C{K:, ;) and induces a homomorphism FH,(f) :
H (B ) — H (W s). Letting 4, run through cov’/(K;) we obtain a homo-
morphism of projective systems H,(f): H (K, —)— H;(K,, —) which in
turn gives rise to a homomorphism H, (f): H(K,) — H(K.).

Note that we have a commutative diagram

H(K) —29 5 4 (k)
@21) "1 ql
® Hy(K s, %s) ———> Hy(Ks, ¥s)

whenever ¥ refines f~1%, (where the lower horizontal homomerphism in the
composite of a refinement map H,(K, %)) — H,(K,, [~'%4) and H,(f):
Hz(th“‘%a) — Hy (K, (&/,).

The Cech homology theory on compact spaces (or more generally compact
pairs) satisfies all the usual homology axioms, cf. Eilenberg and Steenrod [4].

2.3. Compactly gemerated Cech homology. Now let X be a not necessarily
compact topological space. We could, of course, again write down the defini-
tions of 2.2 and thus define Cech homology groups of X based on finite covers.
However, this homology theory does not satisfy the homotopy axiom (e.g. the
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Cech homology based on finite covers of R is not trivial). Instead we tuke com-
pactly generated Cech homology, also called Cech homology with compact
supports, which is dehned as follows.

Let T be u cotinal collection of compact subsets of X, 1.e. for every compact
K ¢ X, there is a K’ T such that K C K'. For each K+ T, write down
oKy K, C Ko Ky Ky o T we have an induced homomorphism £, (A} —
H (K y) giving us an injective system of homology groups indexed by I'. We
now define

HoX) = himger H (K.

This definition does not depend on T. If f: X — VY is a continuous map then
for every K (C X, K compact, we have that f(K) C Y is compact and herfgly
we have an induced map Hy(K) — H,(fK). This gives us a homomor phism
of inductive systems and, taking the limit, an induced homomorphism
H(f): Ho( X)) — H ().

For compact spaces X these definitions agree with the ones from 2.2.

Let % ¢ cov/(X), i.e. # is a finite open cover of the (not necessarily com-
pact) space X. Then there is a natural homomorphism go* : Hy(X) — H (%)
which is defined as follows. Let 2 € H,(X), then there is a compact K and a
2"« HK) such that £’ is mapped onto z under the natural homomorphism
H{(K) — H,(X). Enlarging K if necessary we can assume that C(K, %) =
CLX, 9). We now define gg¥(z) = g4~(2'). This does not depend on K.

Let f: X — ¥ be a continuous map, ¥ € cov/(Y), % € cov/(X) and
suppose that % s f~'¥". Then we have a commutative diagram

#0255 g(ov)
l‘hx 1911'
H (¥)y—— H,(¥")

where the lower horizontal homomorphism is defined in the obvious way. ,

2.4. Reduced homology groups. The chain complexes AC(K, %) carry
natural augmentation. The homology groups of the augmented complex are
the reduced homology groups denoted A (K, %). Replacing H, (K, %) with
H (K, %) everywhere in 2.2 and 2.3 then defines reduced Cech homology
groups A (X), H (K).

2.5. Lefschetz' theorem. Let X be a compact space, % ¢ cov’(X). Then there
isa ¥ ¢ cov/(X) which refines 4 such that
Im(HX) > H@#)) = Im(HY') - HE)).

This follows directly from the fact that the H(#) are finite dimensional

vector spaces over . The same result holds for reduced homology (for the
same reason).
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3. Geometric covers. In this section we define and discuss the main
technical tool of this paper, the notion of what we like to call a geometric
cover.

3.1. Definition of geomelric covers. Let X be a topological space. A finite (not
necessarily open) cover € of X is geometric in dimensions £ n with respect to
compactly generated Cech homology if there exist

(i) a cofinal collection I' of compact subsets of X;
(ii) 2 map v : T — T such that

(31.1) KC«v(K) forall K€ T;

(iii) a finite open refinement %’ of ¥ ;
’ (iv) for every K € T and ¥~ € cov/(yK) such that ¥~ < %’ an augmenta-
tion preserving chain map 74 : AC* (K, U’) — AC(yK, ¥') such that the
following conditions are satisfied:

(3.1.2) (Factorization property). If k<7, K€ T, ¥ € cov/(vK), ¥ =
', then thereisa ¥’ € cov/(K),¥” < ¥ such that the following
diagram commutes (where the two unlabelled arrows are induced by
refinement maps).

Hy(%'\K)

\ffk (Tr) :

H,Y") —— H()

(3.1.3) (Compatibility property). If k € n, K € T, ¥ "1, ¥ 2 € cov’/(vK),

¥, S¥ 2 < U, then the following diagram commutes:

Hk(‘fﬂ) Hk('yl)
Hy(%'\K)
. Hy(rys) ™ H,(¥Y 1)

(3.1.4) (Norm condition). For every ¥~ and for every ¢ € C*'(K, ')
there is a C € % such that rsupp(¢) C € N K and 74(¢) is on
CMN vK;ie. rsupp(e’) M C M yK # @ for all ¢’ occurring in 74 (a).

In the sequel we shall use n-geometric as an abbreviation for: ‘‘geometric in
dimensions < n with respect to compactly generated Cech homology.”

A finite cover & is geomeiric if there exists a finite open refinement %’ €
cov/(X) of € such that there are, for every n € N, a cofinal collection of com-
pactsets T,,amap vy, : I', = T, and for every K, € T,and ¥ € cov/(7,K,),
Y < U chain maps 74 : ACY(K,, %')— AC(v.K,, ¥ ) such that
(3.1.1)-(3.1.4) hold. Note that %’ is not allowed to depend on = (but that
everything else may depend on 7).
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Examples of geometric covers are all finite open covers of compact spaces
which admit a weak semicomplex structure (cf. 3.2 and 3.3 below).

If X is a not necessarily compact normal space and % is a finite closed con-
vexoid cover which has a finite open refinement, then % is geometric (cf. 8.4).

As in the case of weak semicomplexes the existence of geometric covers is
closely related to various forms of local acyclicity (or local connectedness) of
the space X (cf. 4.5 and Sections 7 and 8).

Let % be an n-geometric (or geometric) cover of a space X. Then (%)
denotes the collection of all covers %' of X refining % such that there exist
corresponding T, v, 7y satisfying the conditions listed above.

Note that %' ¢ A(€) and U" € cov/(X), U" S U' = XU" ¢ A(¥) and
U cWE), € £EC =X ¢ AE'), ie. every cover of X refined by&

n-geometric one is itself n-geometric.

3.2. Weak semicomplex structures (Thompson [12]). Let X be a compact
space. A weak semicomplex structure (WSC) on X consists of:

(i) forevery % € cov’(X) a cofinal subset Q(%) C cov’(X) with a coarsest
element «(#) € QXU), «( W) £ U :

(ii) for every ¥, W ¢ Q(@/) v <Y an augmentatlon preserving chain
map ¢” : AC(X, #) — AC(X, ¥) such that the following conditions are
satisfied:

B2 Y =¥ =¥ in Q%) then the following diagrams are com-
mutative up to homotopy (where the unlabelled arrows are refine-
ment maps)

AC(X, V) AC(X, 7"
/ T v ¢ \
ACX, ¥ AC(X, ¥
/
AC(X, ) — AC(X,¥) ¢

(3.2.2) For each ¥ ¢ Q(#), ¢y induces an idempotent homomorphism
H(¥") — H(¥") of which the image coincides with the 1magem
H(X) in H(¥") (under the natural map).

(3.23) {Y £ in Q(%) then the chain maps ¢,* satisfy the following
norm condition: For every ¢,* : AC(X, W) — AC(X, ¥7) and
every simplex ¢ € C(X, W) there exists a U € % such that
supp(¢) C U and supp(cy* (o)) C U.

3.3. THEOREM. Let X be « compact space which admits « WSC structure.
Then every finite open cover of X 1is geomelric.

Proof. Let % € cov/(X). Take %' = a(#) (cf. 3.2 above). We take

= {X}, and define 74 : C(X, ') — AC(X, ¥") for every ¥ € cov/(X)
refining %’ as follows:
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Y € Q%) take ry = c, %",
Y 7 QUU) let ¥ ¢ Q) be a refinement of ¥ and define 74 as the
composite of cy~*" with the refinement map AC(X, ¥"') — AC(X, )

This definition does not depend on #” (up to homotopy) because of (3.2.1)
(second diagram).

We check the various axioms. (3.1.1) is automatic and (3.1.3) and (3.1.4)
follow from respectively (3.2.1) (second diagram) and (3.2.3). It remains to
prove the factorization condition. Again it suftices to do this for ¥ ¢ Q(%).
Let 7" = ¥ be such that the image of H(¥"') in H(¥") is equal to the image

of H(X) in H(¥"). Such a 7" € cov/(X) exists by the Lefschetz theorem 2.5.
We have a diagram

o ACE)
s \ ACH)

T2
C1

ACU") > AC(Y)

and this diagram is commutative up to homotopy. Now according to (3.2.2)
c1» 1s idempotent with as image the image of H(X) in H(¥").

[t follows that cy» 71» = m1+. And hence wehave 71+ = Cramis = Cormormis =
caxm3x which proves the factorization.

Ca

Conversely we have the following.

3.4. THEOREM. Let X be u compuct space and suppose that every open covering
of X 1is geometric. Then X admats a« WSC structure.

Proof. Let U o € cov/(X), let Z be a starrefinement of %,. The cover % is
geometric by hypothesis; let %’ € A(%). We take « (%) = X' and Q(%,) =
(¥ € cov/(X)|¥ < U'}. Let T, v, 74 be the other structure elements which
make % a geometric cover. Taking X = K € I' we have augmentation pre-
serving chain maps

7y C(U") — AC(Y)
for all ¥ € Q(%,) satisfying (3.1.2)-(3.1.4). For ¥~ =W < %’ we define
the inverse projections ¢y : C(#') — AC(¥”) as the composite of a refinement
map C(#) — C(U') with 74 : C(A') — AC(¥"). It is now not difficult to
check the commutativity up to homotopy of the diagrams (3.2.1). Indeed if
YV £Y 2 £ %1 S ' we have the diagrams

ACH )

4

@
@ AC(OZZ’) - T 5 AC('V3)

AC(’V)) ¢
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AC 5)

‘% /
AC ) ——> AC(@") ©
® T

c

AC( 5)

where the unlabelled arrows are refinement maps. The triangles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6
are commutative up to homotopy because of respectively: triangle of refine-
ment maps; definition ¢; definition ¢; definition ¢; definition ¢; compatibility.
The outer triangles are therefore commutative which is what we needed Qs
prove. 4

We now check the norm condition. Let ¥~ = ¥/, ¢c: AC(#') — AC(¥") the
inverse projection. The map ¢ is defined as the composite of a refinement map
7: AC(W) — AC(Z') and 7y : AC(%') — AC(¥”). Let ¢ be a simplex of
AC(#'); then ma is a simplex of AC(%’). Hence because of the norm condition
(3.1.4) there isa U € % such that

rsupp(re) C U and r(xe) ison U.

Because % is a starrefinement of %, this implies that there is U, € %, such
that supp(wre) C Uy and supp(rre) C U, and because = is a refinement map
supp(ra) C U, implies supp(s) C U,.

The last condition we have to check is (3.2.2). The chain homomorphism
¢ AC(¥") = AC(¥) is defined as rx. According to the factorization axiom
there is a ¥~ = ¥ such that the outer edge triangle of the following diagram
commutes up to homotopy. It follows that ¢x’ =~ «’’. This holds for all fine
enough ¥”. Hence H (¢) maps the image of H(X) in H(¥") identically onto
itself.

ACH)

S
'’ ACH)

AC(%") ../r"""'

Further the various r define (because of (3.1.3) a map of projective systems
HC¥') — HC(X, —) and hence a homomorphism 7, : HC(%') — H(X).
We then have gy7s = 74. NOW ¢4 = 7474 which proves that ¢, maps H(¥")
into the image of H(X) in H(¥"). This concludes the proof of the theorem.

4

ACH)

3.5. Remark. Theorems 3.3 and 3.4 show that the compact spaces which
admit a WSC structure are precisely the compact spaces for which every finite
open covering is geometric. This also shows, we feel, that the property ‘‘admits
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a WSC structure” is rather more natural than may be apparent from Thomp-
son’s original definition. Especially if we notice (cf. 4.4) that conditions (3.1.2)
and (3.1.3) really say that the H(ry) define a homomorphism of projective
systems H(%') — HC(X, —) such that the composed map HC(X, —) —
H@') — HC(X, —) is the identity homomorphism (between projective
systems), where the projective systems are indexed by the set of open coverings
finer than %".

Spaces which admit WSC structures include compact polyhedra or more
generally Lefschetz's HLC* spaces (cf. Lefschetz [10]) and finite unions of
compact convex subsets of locally convex topological vector spaces (cf.:
Thompson [14]).

' 3.6. Compactly generated Lebesgue covering dimension. Let K be a compact
space. We say that K has Lebesgue covering dimension £ # if for every
U ¢ cov/(K) thereisa?” € cov/(K),? = % such thatdim(C(K,¥)) £ .

Now let X be a not necessarily compact space. Then we say that X has
compactly gemerated Lebesgue covering dimension = n if every compact sub-
space K of X has Lebesgue covering dimension = #. We simply write dim X
= n.

3.7. ProposITION. If dim X = n, then every n-geometric cover is geomelric.

Proof. Let ¥ be an n-geometric cover and %' € A(¥). (Note that
dimC(X, %') may well be larger than # and it may not be possible to repair
this by taking a refinement of %'.) Let T, v, 74 be the corresponding structure
elements:

1y CHUK, U — AC(vK, ¥).

If ¥ ¢ cov/(yK) refines %' and dim ¥ = n, then the chain map 74 can be’
extended to a chain map 74 : AC(K, %) — AC(vK, ¥") by taking 7 (¢) = 0
if dim ¢ > n + 1. If ¥ € cov/(vK) is any covering refining %’ choose a ¥*
efining ¥~ such that dim ¥’ = #, and define 75 as the composite of 74, and a
'eﬁnement map. One easily checks that the 74 satisfy (3.1.1)—(3.1.4).

4. Consequences of the existence of geometric covers. The existence of
geometric covers has strong consequences for the homology and local acyclicity
of a space.

4.1. THEOREM. Let € be an n-geometric cover of the space X. Then the natural
map H(X) — H (') is monomorphic for all k = n and %' € A(¥). Con-
sequently, H,(X) s finitely generated for all k < n.

Proof. Let %' € (%) and let , T, v be such that the conditions (3.1.1) and
(3.1.2) of 3.1 are satisfied. Let K € I', ¥ £ %’. Then according to (3.1.2)
there exists a ¥’ € cov/(K), ¥ £ ¥ such that the following diagram com-
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mutes for all 2 = #.
H,(%'|K)
Hk(w)

H,(") > H.(¥)

Now consider the following diagram, where the unlabelled arrows are induced
by refinement maps and ¢: K — yK is the natural inclusion.

H(x) 229D, k)

lg.,fx lQr’K Gﬂ

qa1x% Hy (") ———> H ()

Hy(%'|K)

The leftmost triangle and the square are commutative by the definition of
Cech homology groups, cf. 2.2; the lower triangle is commutative because of
(3.1.2). It follows that the whole diagram is commutative.

We now have for all z € H,(K) -
(4.1.1) qoix" () =0 = H(i)(z) =0.
Indeed if g4 1x% (z) = 0 then gy "*H, () (z) = 0 for all ¥~ € cov’(yK) refining
U'N\vK. It follows that H,(3)(z) = 0.

Now let z € H, (X} and suppose that g (z) = 0. Since T is cofinal there is
a K € T such that z comes from K, i.e. K is such that z € Im(H;(K) —
H(X)). Taking a larger K € T if necessary we can assume that C(K, Z') =
CX, %) Ge.sff UUN..NU,#¢, U, €U, then UN...NU NK
@). It follows (cf. 2.3) that gx 5 %(2) = 0 for all 2 € H,(K) mapping onto
z € Hy(X) and hence that z = 0 because of (4.1.1).

4.2. COROLLARY. If € 15 « geometric cover of a space X then Hy(X) is ﬁnitc’
generated. In particular H,(X) = 0 for k large enough. &

4.3. Remarks. The “‘uniformity’ of %' with respect to K € I and dimension
n is essential for these results.

Note that properties (3.1.3) and (3.1.4) of a geometric cover have not been
used.

4.4. Remark. Property (3.1.3) says that the maps H;(ry) define a morphism
of pro-objects

Hy(%'\K) — HC(vK, =)
and property (3.1.2) then says that the composition
HC(K, =) — H(¥'|K) — H:C(yK, =)
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is the natural homomorphism of pro-objects induced by the inclusion K & vK.
It follows that the composed homomorphism

Hy(X) — H (") 5 Hy(rK) 25 H,y(X)
is the identity for K large enough. (The last map is induced by the inclusion |
vK — X.) Indeed, because H(X) is finitely generated there it a compact set
K such that the natural map 15 : H(K) — H,(X) is surjective.

Let x € H,(X), x' € H.(K) such that ix(x') = x. Then because ¢(x) =
ga®(x’') (cf. 2.3) and (4.4.1) above we have

LyxTaq(X) = TyxTega " (*') = x.
.N B. The homomorphism i, 0 74 may depend on K.

4.5. PROPOSITION. Let € be an n-geometric cover of a space X and let U' €
A(E). Then H,(U') — H.(X) is the zero map forall U' € %',k = 0,1,...,n.

Proof. Let U’ € 9" and let K C U’ be compact. We have to show that there
exists a K’ (C X such that the inclusion KX — K’ induces the zero map on
reduced homology. Take K’ = vK. Because K C U’ we have %'|K = {K} £
Z'|K and hence H(%'|K) = 0. But from the proof of theorem (4.1) we have

(4.51) qa () =0 = Hy(4)(z) =0 fors € Hu(K)

The same holds for reduced homology (by using the Lefschetz theorem for
reduced homology). This proves the proposition.

5. Geometric covers and almost fixed points. We are now in a position
to state and prove a Lefschetz type almost-fixed-point theorem.

5.1. Lefschetz number. If X is a space such that H,(X) is finitely generated
and f: X — X is continuous, we define L(f) = > (—1)*Tr(H,(f)) where
Tr(g) denotes the trace of a linear map g between (finite dimensional) vector
spaces.

5.2. LEMMA. Let € be a finite closed covering of a space X and let U be a finite
open covering of X such that € < U. For each C € % choose U € U such that

C Ue. Then there exists a finite open covering U’ of X such that U' € U’ and
U'NC 5 @ imply U C Ue.

Proof. For each partition € = & \U % of € into two disjoint parts we
define the open set

Uga = ( N X\C) N ( N Uc)
cest cen
Take for %’ the covering consisting of the nonempty U’ 5. (%' is a covering
because x € U'y,,g, With Z, = {C € €|x € C}, A, = {C€ €|z ¢ C}).

5.3. THEOREM. Let X be a space with a closed geomelric covering €, and let
f: X — X be continuous. Then for every finite open covering % = € we have
L(f) # 0= there exists U € U such that U N f(U) # 0.
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Proof. € is a geometric cover. Let % = €. Foreach C € ¥ choose Uy € %
such that C C Ue. Now choose ' € %(%€ ) suchthat U’ € ¥’ and U' N C #
B imply U’ C Ug. Such a %’ can be found by 5.2, and because any refinement
of a cover in A(¥) is also in A(¥) (cf. 8.1). Let n = dim C(X, %’). The
cover ¥ is n-geometric. Let T, v, 74 be the other structure elements corre-
sponding to %’ which go into the definition of an n-geometric covering.

Assume that UN f(U) = @ for all U € %. We are going to prove that
L(f) = 0. Let K be compact such that C(K, %') = C(%’) and such that
H(K) — H(X) is surjective. Let K’ D vK be such that f(yK) C K’. Let ¥~
be a finite open covering of vK such that ¥ < %’ and such that for each
1" € ¥ thereisa U’ € %' such that f(V) C U’. (This can be done because
vK is compact.) Then we have an induced chain map ¢

f e CU)=CU,K)

and composing this with 7y : C(%*) — AC(¥”) we obtain an induced chain
map

f. AC(H'Y — AC(U")

On the other hand we have a map of pro-objects (cf. 4.4) 74,5 : H,(%'|K)
— Hi(yK, —) and a homomorphism induced by f,fs:** : H(vK, —) —
H.(K’, —). Composing this and taking the projective limit gives a homo-
morphism

f#kvx (@) T‘kx : Hk(@l) = HI;(%I‘K) ")HL(K,)
Composing this with the natural map H(K’) — H,(X) gives us a map
Lor : Hk(%,) — Hy(X)

Now consider the following diagram

H,(X) fer > Hy(X)

E -3
(5.3.1) ¢ J * q
T8, X q

Pt "N
v H,(ry) v

Hk(%l) Hk(f..) > Hk(%')

The starred triangles and quadrangles are commutative and by (4.4) we have
that i,76:™ ¢ = id (left-most triangle}. Retaining only what we need, we find
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liagram

H) —I s g

q Tag g*" lq

H (U’ > H (U’
(U )Wﬂ (%'

= have ggu = Hi(f.) and farar = gar- Hence gug = fararg = fu and
.= Hy(f. )g. ' '
[t follows that H,(f.)(H (%)) C H.(X) C H(%'"), where H,(X) is seen
a subvectorspace of H;(%') by means of the injection gg (with inverse pro-
;tion T4y, cf 4.4). And from this it follows that

3.2) Tr(H(f.)) = Tr(f«) forallk.

>w by (3.1.4) there is for every ¢ € C(Z’|K) an element C € ¥ such that
rsupp(c) C C and rsupp(c’) N\ C =@ forall ¢ in 74(a).

follows that (because U’ € %’ and U’ N C 5 @ imply U’ C Ug)
supp(s) C Ue and supp(¢’) C Ucs forall ¢ in 74 (o).

it Ue N f(Ue) = ¢. Hence ¢ does not occur with nonzero coefficient in
v (o) = f..(¢). Hence Tr(f.); = 0.
By the Hopf theorem and (5.3.2) we then have

L(f) = Z(=1)*Tr(fu) = 2 (—1)*Tr(Ki(f..))
=2 (=D Tr((f.):) = 0.

5.4. Remark. This proof is quite similar in spirit to the proofs of various
her Lefschetz type fixed point theorems (cf. eg. Thompson [12]).

5.5. Addendum. It is possible to extend Theorem (5.2). A closed continuous
rfective map f: ¥V — X is called a Vieforis map if the subspace f~!(x) is
mologically trivial (with respect to H) for all x € X. The extended version
Theorem (5.2) then reads :

THEOREM. Let X be a normal space and € « closed geometric cover of X. Let
be a topological space and f, g: ¥ — X two continuous maps of which f is a
‘etoris map. Then if L(f, g) # O then for every finite open cover W = € there is
Y€ Yand U € U such that f(y) € U, g(y) € U.

Here L(f, g) is defined as L(f, g) = > (—1)*Tr(H,(g)H:(f)~") which makes
nse because the Vietoris map f induces isomorphisms on the homology groups.
This theorem allows one to deal with multifunctions F: X — X and gives as
corollary an Eilenberg-Montgomery type (cf. [5]) fixed point theorem by
king X compact (cf. the introduction).
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The chief technical difficulty in proving this theorem (as compared to
Theorem 5.2) lies in the obtaining of H,(f)~! as H, of a suitably controlled
chain map. For details, cf. [15].

6. Local connectedness. As in the case of e.g. WSC structures (cf.
Thompson [12] and [13]), some kind of local n-connectedness (with respect to
H) is related to the existence of n-geometric covers. This and the following
sections are concerned with this connection.

6.1. (Partial) Realizations. Let S; C S be a pair of simplicial complexes;
S, is said to be dense in S if S,°, the zero skeleton of Sy, is equal to S°.

Let ¥ be a finite (open) cover of a space X. A partial realization of S in W
is an augmentation preserving chain map

71:51—+AC(X,’W) f

where S, is dense subcomplex of S. If §S; = S we speak of a (full) realization.

If ¢ is a simplex of .S, then S(o) denotes the subcomplex of S consisting of all
faces of ¢ (including ¢ itself).

The partial realization 7, : S, — AC(X, #) is said to be of norm = &,
where % is another covering of X, if for every ¢ € S there is a C € & such
that 7,(s) is on C for all u € S; N S(o).

Let X» C X, be a pair of topological spaces;let €1, %1 and %4, . be finite
covers of X1, X, respectively with %, and %, open covers and €2 = ¥,
U, £ % ,. Then we say that the pair (%, %.) has enough controlled realiza-
tions for dimensions £ n ((%,, % ;) has ECR(n)) with respect to (%, €») if,
for every S; C S, every partial realization 7, : S; — AC(Xq, %) of norm £ %,
extends to a partial realization 7 : S*\U S; — AC(X 1, 1) of norm £ %',. That
is, we have a commutative diagram

Sl -—T-l-—> AC(Xz, %2)

L .

MU S ——— AC(Xy, Us)

for some suitable refining homomorphism 1.

6.2. Ic® and ¢ — Ic” refinements. Let Xo C X, be a pair of topological spaces
and let €., %1 be covers of X,, X respectively such that ¥» = %,. Then
%5 is an Ic" refinement of €, if for every %, € cov’(X:) there exists a U, €
cov’/(Xs) such that %. £ U, and (%, %,) has ECR(n + 1) with respect to
(€4, €2). If €, is an Ic" refinement of %y for every n, €, is said to be an
I refinement of €, (NB. Ic" corresponds to ECR(n + 1)).

Let X be a space and let 4y £ %1 be covers of X. We say that €. is a
¢ — Ic* refinement of €, if for every compact set K, C X there is a larger
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compact set K in X such that ©»|K, is an Ic* refinement of €K . If ¥ .isan
¢ — Ic" refinement of %', for every n, ¥y is said to be an ¢ — I refinement of

¢

6.3. Elementury properties. Let X3 C Xo C Xy and let €5, @2, %, be covers
of X3, X», X respectively such that €3 £ ¥ £ %1. Then

(i) If €2is an Ic*(Ic®) refinement of %' then so is € s.
(i1) If € yis an lc"(Ic*) refinement of & then it is also an /c*(Ic*) refinement
of %1.
Let ¥3 < % be two covers of a compact space X. Then
(iii) €'»isan ¢ — Ic"(resp. ¢ — Ic*) refinement of %', if and only if % »is an
I¢*(resp. Ic*) refinement of %;.

. 6.4. Ic* spaces and Ic* and ¢ — Ic* covers. A compact space is said to be Ic*
(resp. lc@) if every finite open cover has an Ic* (resp. lc®) refinement.
A covering % of a space X is ¢ — Ic* (resp. Ic*) if it is a ¢ — Ic® (resp. Ic")
refinement of the trivial cover.
One could perfectly well define what a ¢ — Ic* (resp. ¢ — Ic*) space would be.
But there seem to be very few examples which are noncompact; we know none.
The property [c* seems somewhat weaker than Ic* (cf. e.g. Begle [1] or Thomp-
son [12] for a definition of Ic*).

7. Acyclicity and ¢ — Ic" refinements. We have seen (cf. 4.5) that some
kind of local acyclicity is implied by the existence of n-geometric covers. On
the other hand given acyclicity properties of a suitable kind one can go a fair
way towards the construction of n-geometric covers as we shall attempt to
show in this and the next section. The first step is to show that given suitable
acyclicity conditions, partial realizations can be extended. One has even
better control over the supports than is needed for ¢ — I¢* refinements and this
results in some ‘‘uniqueness up to homotopy’’ statements and these in turn will
permit us to construct n-geometric covers in Section 8.

7.1. Lemma. Let Ko C K, be compact spaces and suppose that for a certain n
he induced homomorphism H,(Kj) — H,(K,) is trivial. Then for every finite
Wopen cover U, of K, there is a finite open cover U s of K. such that U < U, and

H,(Ky, Us) — H,(Ky, Ur)
is the trivial map.

Proof. We have a commutative diagram

B, (K) — 5 B, (k)

14«12 lq«n‘

H,(Ky, ) —2—> H,(Ky, Uy)
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where 7 : Ky — K, is the inclusion. By the Lefschetz theorem (cf. (2.5)) there
is a finite open cover %, or K, refining %, such that

lm(ﬁ,,(Kl, %2) hand Hn(Kz, %1)) = In](ﬁ,,(Kg) —>Hn(K2, %1))

It follows that the natural map H,(Ks, %) — H,(K,, %) is trivial. Note
that any refinement %, of %, also warks.

7.2. Definition and construction. Let X» C X be topological spaces and let
%y, €1 be finite covers of X, and X, respectively such that €2 < €. Let
j: €2— €1 be arefinement map. We say that j is acyclic in dimension n if for
all subsets &y C %, and all compact subsets K, C N &7, there is a compact
subset K; C M j(&7;) such that K, C K, and such that

(7.2.1) H,(K,) — H,(K,) Iis the zero map, f

Now let no and 7 be nonnegative integers. Suppose we have a sequence of finite
closed covers €y £ €,.. £ .1 of a space X with refinement maps ji :
€ — €,k =0,1,. .., nsuch that j, is acyclic in dimension no + .

Let K be any compact subset of X. Then there exists a sequence of compact
subsets

(722) K=K CKiC...C Kp1
such that for all &/, C € such that K, N (N ;) # @,
(7.2.3) Hn0+k (K N (N 3)) “’Hn(,+k (Kie1 M (N x(Z:)))  is the zero map

and consequently for every finite open cover ¥ ,i; of K,y there exists a
sequence of open covers ¥, k =0, 1,...,n,

(724) VoSV 1 £V 2. . S
such that for all &/, C %, such that K, N\ (N &7;) # 0,
(7.2.5) Hno-{»k (Ke N (N ), ¥ 1) — ﬁnﬂ+k(Kk+l N (N7 i), # i)

is the zero map.

The sequence (7.2.2) is constructed as follows. Suppose we have found K
k= 0. For every .o/, C %, such that K, N\ (N 7,) = 6 let K,/ (&7,) bea -
compact set containing K, M (N &) and contained in N 7,(.%7;) such that
(7.2.1) is satisfied.

Now let Ky be the union of all the K, (2/;). Then of course K.;1 M
(N je2) D Ky () so that (7.2.3) is satisfied. To find the sequence (7.2.4)
such that (7.2.53) is satisfied, apply 7.1 repeatedly.

7.3. PROPOSITION. Le €'y £ ... £ €11 be u sequence of finite closed covers of
a space X with corresponding refinement maps j, 1 €, — € ry1 such that j is
acyclic in dimension ny + k. Let €y < €' have u refinement map i: €, — ¢,
suck that Cy' C interior (i(Cy')) for all ¢ € . Let S C S be a puir of
(finite) simplicial complexes.
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=K CKiC...CK,y be as in 7.2. Then for ecvery ¥ 4y €
1) there exists a sequence ¥ o £ V1S ... S W i1, ¥ € covi(Ky)
for every partial realization

791 SP0 U 51 —> AC(KO, ’Vo)
= € there exists a sequence of partial realizations

T 1 SR U S, - ACK, YY), B=0,...,n+1

Tiprextends 7, kR =0,1,...,n

if ¢ is a simplex of S*o+* \U S, then r.(¢) 15 on N () N K,
E=0,1,...,n4+1,

7o) = jyo1 ... joi (a), and () s defined as follows. Let
v be the maximal simplices of S. For each o, choose a Cy (r) such that
7 81) M S(e,)) is on Co'(r). (Such Cy (r) exist because 7o is of norm <
w define & (o) = {Co'(r)|o s a face of o,}.

ver in the cuse mo = O there is the following homotopy property: If
VS SV S Y a1 is a second series of refinements and T,
Tar1| U Second series of extensions suck that (7.3.1) and (7.3.2) hold and
roon Sy then Hy(1,41") = Hilrpy1) for k =0, 1,...,n.

ks. 1. If mo > 0 and ro = r¢’ then also H;(r,41") =‘Hk(r,,+1) for k =
) + n.

zeneral there are several different choices for the Cy () and cor-
ngly one finds different %7 (¢) and different 7,.

roof of Proposition 7.3 is in several steps: subsections 7.4-7.7. The
is to choose ¥ ¢ £ ... £ ¥ ;1 such that (7.3.2) holds for k=0

emarks on the S (¢) and the sequence ¥ o < ... £ ¥ ,41. Choose a
: of covers ¥ £ ¥ ... € ¥, ¥'x € cov/(K;) such that
i satisfied. Refining ¥ if necessary we can also assume that V, € ¥,
I Vo C'I(Co') € (go.

be a simplex of S"¢\U S;. Let ¢ be a face of ¢,. Then 7o(u) is on C¢'(r)
ertices u of 0. Hence VoM Cy'(r) 5= @ for all V¢ occurring in 7o(),
0.C 1(Cy' (r)) for all vertices Vy ocurring in 7o(u), p a vertex of o.
1pp(role)) C i(Cy' (r)) for all r such that ¢ C o, hence supp (ro(e)) C
‘o)) M K, which certainly implies (7.3.2) which says that rsupp(c’) N
0)) N\ K, @ for every simplex ¢’ occurring in 7¢(c).

that

pafaceof ¢ = L (u) D (o)
is a face of o, then so is p).

xistence of the sequence of extensions o, 71, . . . , Top1. Let Vo< ... <
> the sequence of refinements of 7.4 above. We have just seen that
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rosatisfies 7.3.2. By induction we can suppose that 7, has been constructed such
that (7.3.1) and (7.3.2) hold.
Consider the following diagram
Tk

A(SPoHE U Sy) > AC(Kx, Y &)

w
3o ——> 1,(30) € AC(NH (o) N\ Kz, ¥ x)

ll l
o k=--% c(0) € AC(N K p41(0) N Kyy1,? x41) r?
m ‘ i

v . \ v
St \J S AC(K;;.H, 'Vkﬂ)

Let o € Stot*+1\S7otk\ J S, Let u be ann, -+ & face of o. Then 7,(x) is on
N & (u) N K, hence it is certainly on N &7, (¢) N K, by (7.4.1). There-
fore 7,(d0) is on N & (¢) N K. The image of r.(dc) under | is homologous
to zero because (7.2.5) holds (NB. 7(d¢) is a cycle because 7, is an augmenta-
tion preserving chain map.) Therefore there exists a c¢(¢) such that dc(o) =
[r¢(3a). Now define 7,11(s) = c(a). Do this for every ¢ € Sro+k+1\Sro+k ) S,
and define 711 (p) = Ir(u) for w € S"+* U S,. Note that 741 satisfies
(7.3.1) and (7.3.2).

7.6. The homotopy property for equal refining sequences. Consider the sim-
plicial complex S X I and let S; be the subcomplex S; = S; X I. Now define

(7.6.1) To: (SX I)O\US,— AC(Ko, ¥ o)

as follows. Let ey, . . ., ¢, be an ordering of the vertices of S. Then the simplices
of S X I are all sets of the form {e;1y° . . ., €in® €irant, - . ., €i(n'} such that
(1) <...<ilr) 2i(r +1) <...<4(t) and {eiy, .. ., €y} is a simple
of S. We now define T on the vertices of S X I by T4(e,%) = ro(e;), Toles!) W
7o' (e;) and on S; X I = S, we define Ty by

Tolles® -y ean® ianti. - oy €3n'}) = Tolewny, - - - €1(n}
= To’{eti(l), e ey ei(,)}.
Then T satisfies (7.3.2). Now extend Ty to T, exactly as we extended 7, to
Taot1 10 7.5, taking care to define 7 (¢) = 7.(¢) if ¢ is a k-simplex of the form
te;n?® ..., eiwsn®l and T3(e) = 7,/(¢) if ¢ is a k-simplex of the form
{einyt, - - ., eiwsn’}. We then have a chain map
Tarr 1 (S + D)1 U S, » AC(K 11, wr1)

which restricts to 7,41 on S*! X {0} \US; X {0} and to 7.+ on S*t! X
{1} \U 8. X {1]. This proves that Hy(r,41") = Hy(rps1) for B =0,1,...,n
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7.7. The homotopy property for different refining sequences. Now let ¥ o £
/V}, ... = 7/,,+1, 7/(; = 7/1’ é é /V,,, = V};+land701711“'1rn+1;
'y 7'y ..., Tup” be two different sequences of refinements with corresponding

7 and 7/ such that (7.3.1) and (7.3.2) are satisfied. It suffices to prove that
Holrop1) = Hy(rprt), m = 0,...,n in case ¥, = ¥ for all B =
0,...,n + 1. (Take a common refinement of the two refinement sequences
such that (7.2.5) holds for this common refinement sequence.) Define 7,/ =
I o7,/ where [, is induced by a refinement map; we can take /o = [,41 =

identity. Then 7q, ..., 7,01; 7¢'/, ..., Tapa’’ are two sequences of extensions
corresponding to the same refinement sequence satisfying (7.3.1) and (7.3.2).
Therefore H,, (1,41) = Hy(rpp') form =0,1,...,n.

7.8. COROLLARY. Let €y < €0 S ... £ €y be a sequence of closed covers
Owilh a refining map € — €rpr which 1s ucyclic in dimension no + k, k €
10, . .., n}, and such that euch member of €' is contained in the interior of some
member of €. Let €' < € be u ¢ — Ic™ refinement. Then € o' < € o
s a ¢ — "™ refinement. If, in particular, no = 0, then €o S €pi1 is @

¢ — Ic® refinement.

‘Proof. Let K be compact, choose K, such that for every ¥ € cov’/(Ko)
there isa ¥7y/ € cov/(K) such that (¥, ¥"¢') has ECR(n,) with respect to
(€, €'"). Nowlet K C K, C ... C K,.1 beasin 7.2. For every ¥ 41 €
cov/(Kyp1) let ¥ 2 ¥ £ ... 2 ¥ ,41 be a sequence of refinements as in
7.2. Now let #7," be such that (¥, ¥ ') has ECR(n,) with respect to
(€, €v') and let 7 be a partial realization of S in AC(K, ¥ o), 7: S1 —
AC(K, ¥¢) of norm = €.

Then there exists an extension 7y : .S; \J S" — AC (K, ¥7) of norm £ €/
which in turn can be extended to 7,4 : Sy \J S0+t — AC(K,p1, ¥ e1) by
7.3. This extension 7,4, satisfies (7.3.2) and therefore is of norm £ % ;1.

7.9. Examples of ¢ — Ic* covers und refinements. Let %y’ be any cover of R™
and ¥4 = ... = %, = {R"}. Applying the corollary and 6.3 we see that any
cover of R®isa ¢ — Ic" cover for all #,i.e. a¢ — lc* cover.

Let % be a closed convex cover of R® and 4’ < % such that for every

'C’ € % thereisa C € € with ¢’ C interior(C) then ¥’ £ € isac — Ic®
refinement.

7.10. CorOLLARY. Let dimX £ n and let €' £ € be a ¢ — I¢" refinement
where € s u closed cover. Let € S €' such that for every C € € there is a
C" € €' with C C interior (C'"). Then €' = €' is a ¢ — Ic® refinement.

Proof. Take ¥y = ... = €41 = ¥ in 7.8. The acyclicity conditions now
follow from the finite dimension assumption (cf. 3.4).

8. Acyclicity and z-geometric coverings. We can now construct n-
geometric coverings given suitable acyclicity assumptions.
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8.1. THEOREM. Let X' < €y £ €o £ ... £ €41 be a sequence of covers
of a space X such that :
() X' is a finite open cover; €', €o, . . ., G nr1 are finite closed covers;

(ii) for every Cy' € € there is a Cy € 6o such that Co' C interior (Co);
(iii) %' is a star refinement of € o';
(iv) €r £ €1 is acyclic of dimension k.

Then 6,41 is n-geometric and U’ € (Npr1)-

Proof. Let T be any cofinal collection of compact subsets of X. For every
K € I choose a sequence K = Ky C K, C ... C K,.1 such that (7.2.3) is
satisfied. Enlarging K,., if necessary we can assume that also K, € T
Define yK = K,,1. For every ¥ = ¥ 11 € cov(K,;1) refining %’ choose a

sequence w

VoSV 1S 2 P an Vi€ covi(Ky)

such that (7.2.5) is satisfed. For each Co' (i) € %' choose Co(i) € & o such
that Cy' (i) C interior (Co(7)). Refining ¥ if necessary we can assume that

(811) I"u € ,Vo, I"oﬂ Col(’l,) # 0 == Irq C Co(l)

Let S = C(K, %), S, = S° We now define o : S°— C(K,, ¥ o) as follows.
For each U’'(z) € %' choose a V(7) such that Vo(z) M U’ (i) # @, and define
7o(U' (1)) = Vy(3). That is, we have

(8.1.2) 7(U@)YNUE) NKy #0.
For each U’ (z) choose C¢' (z) such that star (U’ (z)) C C¢ (z). That is,
8.13) UGHNUGE =6 = UG CC).

Now let ¢ = {U’(44), ..., U'(i,)} be a maximal simplex of S = C(XK, %),
ie. Uli) ..MU (1,) N\ K @ and hence

(8.14) U'(z,) CCy(y), r,s=0,1,...,m.

It follows that

(8.1.5) supp(e) C C(is ) NK, s=0,1,...,m. “
Now (U’ @) N\ U'(1,) YKy 5% ¢, Ko\ U'(7,) C Co (i5) N Kq. Hence
(8.1.6) 7(U'(Z))ison Cd’ tg) NKy, r=0,...,m;5s=0,...,m,

which by (8.1.1) implies
8.1.7) 7 (U'(1)) CColds) NKy, r,s=0,...,m.

We can now choose the .9/ (¢) as follows. For each maximal simplex ¢, choose
a vertex U’(t) of o, and let Cy'(c,) = Cy'(t). Then (cf. 7.3) & (¢) =
{Cy (0)|le C o4, 0, maximal}. In view of (8.1.5), (8.1.7) we have for all
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¢ € C(K,%')and up € C(K, X"
(8.1.8) supp(e) C (N (s)) MK, supp(re(n)) C (N & () N K,.

Now, using these .97 (o), construct a sequence of extensions 7o, 71, . « ., Tnt1
as in (7.3). This gives chain maps

Ty = Tn+1 : CT+I(K’ %1) g AC(‘YKv /%/)

We now check the various axioms which the 74 have to satisfy.

(a) The norm condition (cf. (3.1.4). This is satisfied because 7,41 = 74
satisfies (7.3.2) and because we have (8.1.8) (first part).

(b) The factorization property (cf. 3.1.2). Let ¢ : C(K, ¥ o) — C(K, ')
be any refining map; let 7, : C(Ky, ¥ ) = C(Kiy1, ¥ 1+1) be refining maps
.'or k=0,1,...,n Define # = r,01, B=0,...,2 +1 and 7/ = id,
Tipt = 10...017, k =0,...,n We then have two sequences of maps

Thy T}cl : C(Ky /VO) - C(Kh /V}\)

satisfying (7.3.1) and (7.3.2). Hence H,,(r,31). Hn(1) = H,(r,41), m = 0,
..., n which proves the factorization property with 7" = ¥ .

(c) The compatibility property (cf. 3.1.3). Let ¥"1, #”» be two open covers
of yK = K,y such that ¥y £ Y2 £ U let ¥ o(1),..., ¥ (1) = ¥y
7//()(2), ey ’V,,+1(2) = Vg and let To(l), Ve ey T,H_l(l) =Ty 70(2), ey
T241(2) = 74, be the corresponding sequences of chain maps. Choose a com-
mon refinement ¥ gof ¥ (1) and ¥ 0(2). Define ro: CO(K, %) — AC(Ko, % )
by assigning to each U’ a Vysuch that U’ N 17y # @. Let 4, : ¥y — ¥ o(1)
(resp. 12: ¥ ¢ — ¥ 4(2)) be any refinement map. Define /(1) = 47q,

7o' (2) = do7¢ and let 70'(1), ..., 1oet’ (1) (resp. 7' (2),..., 7at'(2)) be the
sequences of extensions obtained by using ¥ (1) £ ... 2%, (1) (resp.
Y o2) £ ... 2 ¥ i(2)). Then Hp(r,01' (1)) = Hplrarr (1)) and
Hy (1041 (2)) = Hp(1,41(2)) form = 0,. .., n. The sequences

0,7 (1), ., (), o () 7o, 7 (2), ., T (2)

where 7 is any refinement map C(yK, ¥"1) — C(vK, ¥ 1), are sequences of
xtensions corresponding to the sequences of refinements

’VU, ’yl(l), ey Vn(l), Vg; 'Vo, 7/1(2), ey V,,(?,), ’Vg

and therefore we have that H,,(it,4./ (1)) = Hu(re'(2)), m = 0,...,nand
hence H,, (ir,41(1)) = H,(r241(2)) for m =0, 1,...,n, which proves the
compatibility.

This theorem is especially useful in the case of convex or more generally
convexoid covers.

8.2. Comvexoid covers (definition). A finite closed cover € of a space X is
called convexoid of dimension < n, if ¥ £ ¥ is acylic of dimension k for all
k=0,1,...,n That is, for every 2 =0, 1,...,#n and for every subset
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&/ C % and every compact set K C (& there is a larger compact set
K C N, K C K such that H.(K) — H,(K') is the zero map. € is called
convexotd if it is convexoid of dimension £ #n for all # € N.

8.3. COROLLARY. Let %' £ €' £ € be a sequence of covers such that
(i) U' is finite open, €', € ure finite closed covers;
(1) ' is a star refinement of €',
(iii) for cvery C' ¢ €' there isu C € € such that C' C interior (C);
(iv) € is n-convexoid.
Then € is n-geometric and U’ € A(E).

Proof. Apply 8.1 with @y =€, Co=b1=... = Cpu = %.

8.4. THEOREM. Let % be a finite closed convexoid covering of a normal space )’
which admils a finite open refinement. Then € is geomelric. )

Proof. Let % be a finite open refinement of ¥. Because X is normal there
exists a finite open star refinement”?” of %. Let %" be the covering consisting
of the closures of elements of #”. Finally let %’ be a finite open star refinement
of ¥’ . The chain of coverings

U £C £Cos... 2 Cun
with® = €o = €1 = ... = €, then satisfies the conditions of Theorem 8.1.

8.5. Further remark. Instead of relying on acyclicity conditions to construct
geometric covers one can also rely on ¢ — Ic" refinements in order to be able to
construct the necessary chain maps. In fact for the application to the construc-
tion of n-geometric covers a somewhat weaker notion: weak ¢ — Ic” refinement
is sutficient. This is defined as follows.

Let K C K, ¥ € cov/(K), ¥ € cov/(K’). The pair (¥, ¥7) is said to
have weak ECR(n) with respect to (%, ¥) if for every complex S of dimen-
sion £ 2 and partial realization 7:S, — AC(K, #7) of norm £ % there
exists a realization 7' : S — AC(K’, ¥”’) of norm £ %’ extending 7.

A pair of covers €, £ % »of a space X is then a weak ¢ — Ic” refinement if
for every compact K, C X there is a larger compact K, such that for every’
¥, € cov/(Ks) there is a refinement ¥, € cov/(K,) such that (% s, ¥ 1)
has weak ECR(n + 1) with respect to (€, €1).

One now has, for example, the following theorem.

THEOREM. Suppose we have « sequence of covers W' £ €' < €' < € of a
space X such that
(i) U’ is a finite open cover; €', €', € ure finite closed covers;
(i) X’ is a star refinement of E€'; €' is a star refinement of C ;
(iii) € 1s u weak ¢ — Ic* covering of X (ie. € < |X} is a weak ¢ — I¢"
refinement.
Suppose thut in addition one of the following condilions is satisfied:
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(iv) 6" is « weuk ¢ — Ic* refinement of €"';
(v) dim %' £ nand €’ is a weak ¢ — Ic*=" refinement of ¢ " ;
(vi) dim X £ nand €’ is a ¢ — I\ refinement of €.

Then € is n-geometricand %' € A(E).

The proof of this theorem is very similar to the proof of Theorem 8.1.
ITowever, one has slightly weaker control of the supports and it is to overcome
this that one needs the extra starrefinement ¥’ £ % and condition (iii). For

detail cf. [15].

9. Convex covers of topological vector spaces. In order to prove that
vector spaces have the almost fixed point property with respect to finite open

vaex covers and continuous maps we need the following refinement-of-
onvex-coverings result.

9.1. THEOREM. Let A be a finite intersection of closed halfspaces in R" or 4 =

R™. Then for every finite open convex covering U of A there exists a finite closed
convex covering € such that

G)C 2 U, i.e. € refinesU; and

(ii) the interiors of the elements of € still cover A.

To prove this we use some lemmas. Let U C R*, U # R" be a convex set,
U its closure. We define a function ry : U — R by 7y (x) = sup{r|B(x, r) C
U} where B(x, r) is the open ball of radius r and center x.

9.2. LEMMA. ry : U — R is a concave continuous function, that is,
o + (1 = N)y) 2 Apx) + (1 — Nryly) forx,y € TU.

9.3. LEMMA. Let C be u closed convex subset of an open convex set U C R™.
Then there is a closed convex subset C' such that C C int(C") C C" C U.

Proof. Define
C" = {x € Ulthereexistsy € Csuch that|lx — y[| = 3ry(¥)}.

Q]e check that C is convex. Let ||x1 — yil| £ 3ro()llxe — yol| £ 3ru(32).
Wet 0 < X< 1 Then .

0wy 4+ (1 = Nxz) — Oy 4+ (1 = Nyell = Mlxr — 34|
+ (1 = Nlxe — yol| £ FNrp(yn) + 31— Nry(y2)
< 3 rp(y1 + (1= N)y2)
because 7y is concave. Now let x be a point in the closure of C”. We show that
x € U.This will prove the lemma. (Take (" = C'"). Let (x;) € C'' bea sequence
of points converging to x. Let y, be such that llx: — yi| = 3rv(y,). Note that
ry(xy) = 4ry(y,:). Consider the sequence of real positive numbers 74 (y;). If

lim inf 7y (y;) > O then lim inf ry(x;) > 0 and hence ro(x) >Qz>x € U If
lim inf ry(y;) = O we can assume by taking a subsequence that lim ry (y:) = 0
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because ||y, — vi|| £ Lry(yy) it follows that y; converges to x. But y: € C
and C is closed hence x € C C U.

9.4. LiEMMA. Let A C R* be u convex set and let x be a point in the interior of A.
Let Tbe u ray starting in x and suppose | C A. Then
(i) 1 C int(4);
(i1) there exists € > O such that d(y, 1) £ e=>y € int(A), where d(y, !) is the
distance from v to .

Proof. Let y € [, and let ' be a point on / twice as far from x as y. Let B be
small open ball around x such that B C 4. The linear combinations §x + 33/,
y' € B then constitute an open ball around v, which proves that y € int(4).
This proves (i). To prove (ii) consider the function r,: [ — R this function is
concave and continuous and r,(y) > 0 for all y € L It follows that there is an ‘
e > 0 such that 7, (y) = e for all y € 1. This proves (ii).

9.5. Proof of Theorem 9.1. If % is a finite open covering of 4 we denote with
s(%) the total number of simplices in C(#). By induction we can assume that
the theorem has been proved for dim 4 < #, and, dim 4 = n and s(¥) < s.
(The cases dim 4 = 1 and s(%) = 1 being trivial.) Let % be a convex open
covering of 4, dim A = nand s(#) = s.

There are two cases to consider:

@QyN% = 9.
bYNX =9.

In case (a) let %' C % be a maximal subset such that M %' s @. Choose
U € U\%'. By the separating hyperplane theorem there is a hyperplane H
such that U is on one side of H and M %’ on the other. Let A+ and 4~ be the
intersections of 4 with the closed halfspaces determined by H. Then

S(U|AY) < s(Z) and s(Z|A™) < s(U)

and by induction we are done with this case.

Suppose we are in case (b). We can assume that 4 C R”, dim 4 = # hence
int(4) # é,dim U = nforall U € %.Letx € N\ %. We can see to it thatQ
also x € int(4). Let S be a sphere with center x. Each point s € S corresponds
uniquely to a ray I, starting in x. For every ray I, there isa U € % such that
[ C U. This is seen as follows. If I, M 4 = [, then there is a unique point
¥s € I, A4 such that ;M\ A = segment joining x and y,; vy, is in the boundary
of 4. If I, 4 = [, choose points yi, ¥2, ¥s3, . .. on [, at distance 1, 2, 3, ...
from x. At least one U € % contains infinitely many of these points. Then
I, C U.

For every U € % we now define a set Cy as follows:

Cy = {y € Althere exists s € S such thaty € I, C U}.

Concerning these Cy we have:
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(i) Cy is convex, Cp, C U

(ii) Cy is closed.
Claim (i) is a triviality. To prove (ii), consider (- M S. Let (s¢),8:€ CuMNS
be a sequence of points converging tos € S. Let z be a point of /,. Then s is the
limit of a sequence of peints s, € I,, (take z; & [, such that ||z; — x|| =
|z — x||. Hence z € U. Hence [, C U and hence [, C int(J) by Lemma 9.4.
This proves (ii).

To deal with the rays /, such that [, 4 = I, we use the following con-
struction. The boundary bd(4) of 4 is a finite union 4 = U%,; 4., dim

A,=mn —1, 4, a finite intersection of closed halfspaces. For each ! let
Di(#), . . ., D,,(¢) be a finite closed convex covering of - ; which refines %|4 ..
.Induction!)
For each iand 7 € {1,...,n,) we define

Ci1 = {y € Althere exists x € D,(¢) with y on the sequent joing
x and z}.
For each C,,; choose U € % such that D,(t) C U. Then we have
(iii) C;,s C U and C, ,is convex;
(iv) Co.i C U.
Claim (iii) is a triviality. To see (iv) let T C S be the subset of s € S cor-
responding to rays in C, ;. Let (s;), s; € T be a sequence of points converging
to s € 5. There are two possibilities. First /, N\ A4 3 [,. The sequence y,; of
endpoints then converges to vy, and because y,, € D;(t), v, € D,(t) so that
IsM A CCy; CU. Secondly suppose that I, 4 = I, (i.e. the points y,,
run off to infinity). Let z € /,. The distance ||x — y:|| goes to infinity as
i — o0 (this follows from Lemma 9.4 (ii)). Hence z is the limit of a sequence
of points z; € I,, YA C U. Hence z € U. Thus I, C U hence I, C U by
Lemma 9.4. (i). We have now found a closed convex finite covering consisting
of
Co, UeU; Cioyt=1,...,k;i=1,...,n,

of A which refines % . Thickening each Cy and C, ; as in Lemma 9.3 then gives
' finite closed convex covering € which refines % and such that their interiors
“wstill cover 4. This concludes the proof of the theorem.

We now use Theorem 9.1 to obtain the following generalization:

9.6. TuEOREM. Let X be a locally convex linear space and let U be a finite
convex open cover of X. Then there exists a finite convex closed cover € of X
refining U , such that the interiors of the elements of € still cover X.

Proof. Since % is finite, there is a minimal subcollection %o C % covering
X. This cover obviously satisfies the property below:

Each member U of %, contains a point xy which is not covered by the
other members of .. We may assume % = %, and we fix x; € U as above
for each U € %.
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I U € 9% — {U} then x, ¢ U’ and applying a Hahn-Banach theorem,
there is a continious linear functional

f U’U : X —R
such that fy.¥(x) < 1 = fyY(xy) for each x € U’. Then
My = N kerfp’ (U fixed)
U'=uU
is a closed vectorsubspace of finite codimension. The coset of Af,, determined

by xyisdenoted by x, + M. Then fy. U takes the constant value fyV(xy) = 1
on xy + My, and hence

(xU+MU)nU'=¢) U’#U)

proving that '
xp + My C U.
Next define
M= N M,
vew

M is again a closed subspace of finite codimension and xy + A C U for all
Ue%. 1t easily follows that x + M C U whenever x € U, and hence each
U € % is saturated with respect to the linear identification map

x X — X/M.

Now X/M is a finite dimensional linear space which is therefore isomorphic to
some euclidean space, R” say. By definition of the quotient topology, #(U) C
R* is an open set, which is easily seen to be convex. Applying theorem 9.1 on
the finite convex open cover {x(U)|U € %} of R* we find a finite convex
closed refinement & of % whose interiors still cover R*. Then ¥ = = (Z)
is a finite convex closed cover of X refining %, and the interiors of € still cover
X, since for C € €,

interior #~'(C) D =~ !(interior C).

We can now prove the following almost fixed point property for locally
convex linear spaces, which was conjectured by De Groot for euclidean spaces,
cf. {3].

9.7. Almost fixed point theorem for locally comvex spaces.

THEOREM. Let % be a finile convex open covering of a locally comvex space X
andletf : X — X be a continuous map. Then there is U € U such that U N f(U)
= 9.

Proof. We construct a sequence of refinements

P LC S U SCs¥ sCosU
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as follows. Let &, be a finite convex closed refinement of % such that the
collection %, of interiors of members of € still cover X. Then %, is again
a finite convex open cover, and we repeat this process twice to get the other
members of the above sequence. Since % ; is closed, Lemma 5.2 applies. There
is a finite open cover ¥~ of X (not necessarily convex) and a refining map a :

&%, — %, such that each V € ¥ intersecting C, € ¥, is contained in
a(Ce) € U

Let %’ be a common refinement of %, and ¥". Then %’ is a star refinement
of %, and hence of %,. We can now apply” Corollary 8.3 with ¢’ = ¥,
% = %, showing that %, is geometric. Finally, apply Theorem 5.3, using the
fact that H(X) = 0 and hence L(f) = 0.
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