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About me
• Senior researcher at CWI in the 

SWAT team 

• Professor software engineering 
at University of Groningen 

• Expertise: language design, 
language engineering, 
language workbenches, … 
META stuff ;) 

• Currently running 1 project with 
blockchain, 2 about to start in 
2019

www.rascal-mpl.org

http://www.rascal-mpl.org
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https://www.coindesk.com/hacks-scams-attacks-blockchains-biggest-2017-disasters/











Features of Solidity
• Javascript - objects + “stuff” 

• functional abstraction 

• conditionals 

• recursion 

• loops 

• execution handling 

• side-effects
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S M A R T  C O N T R A C T S  A R E  N E I T H E R  
S M A R T  N O R  C O N T R A C T S  

F R I T Z  H E N G L E I N   
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O P E N H A G E N

Cyber Security, Privacy and Blockchain 
High Tech Summit, DTU 

2017-09-21

http://hjemmesider.diku.dk/~henglein/smart-contracts-are-neither.pdf



S U M M A R Y

• Smart contracts = self-executing contracts (programs) 
in complex Turing-complete  programming language 

• Rules and actions intermixed:  
Not contracts 

• Hard to analyze, low-level programs:  
Not smart



Programming
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What is high-level?
• Language employs concepts and terms in its 

notation from problem domain instead of solution 
domain (= computers ;)



Domain-specific languages
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A domain



Hard labour CodeDomain 
Knowledge



Hard labour CodeDomain 
Knowledge

Change/verify/etc.



Modeling the domain



CodeDomain-specific 
Language

“What” 
formalized 

requirements

“How” 
formalized design 
and architecture

Automation



Automation CodeDomain-specific 
Language

Change/verify etc.
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CWI SWAT
• SWAT: Software Analysis & Transformation 

• Tools for understanding existing software better 
(reverse engineering) 

• Designing better languages to improve software 
construction (forward engineering) 

• Key tech: Rascal (www.rascal-mpl.org) 

• Meta programming language and language 
workbench

http://www.rascal-mpl.org
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DSLs @ SWAT
• Derric: digital forensics 

• QL: questionnaires 

• Machino: router software 

• Halide*: image processing 

• AlleAlle: relational modeling 

• MicroMachinations: game economies



https://nakamotoinstitute.org/contract-language/
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Other domains
• Financial contracts 

• Supply chain 

• Logistics 

• Identity management 

• Food? ;) 

• etc.



Domain-specific smart contract 
languages
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