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This book was co111posed 011 t.l1e OCC<:tsio11 of· tl1e 50tl1 ar111ive1·sar·y of tl1e 
Stichtir1g Matl1er11at.isc:l1 Ce1·1t1·ur11 (SMC). It. pr()vides c:1,11 i111 J)1·essior1 of tl1e 
researcl1 c:arr·ied out u11der· tl1e t1111lJ1·ella of SMC. All g1·ol1p leacler·s of' CWI -
tl1e r·esear·cl1 i11st,it.ut;e of Slv1C - a11ci proje<:t, lea.ders fror11 ectcl1 of' tl1e Nc1tio1·1al 
Wor·ki11g Par·ties 111a11<tged lJy SM(_; ,ver·e asked t,o ('.011tr·il)ut,e l.)y wr·itirrg ar1 
essay on tl1eir· r·esear·cl1. I11 additio11, t,wo 111c1tl1e111c1tic·ia11s a11d two c:orr11)11ter· 
scier1tists were asked to give tl1ei1· views 011 tl1e ft1tl1re of t,l1eir· clisc:i1)lir1es. 
This l1as resulted ir1 38 c:011tr·ilJ11tio11s, 22 of wl1ic~l1 ar·e lJy CWI resear·cl1e1·s. 

Tl1e var·ious ac:t,ivities were coor·di11ated l)y ar1 eclitor·ial C'.0111111ittee c:onsist.-
•• 

ing of W.A.1-1. Aspers, J.W. de Bakker, .P.J.W. t,e11 Hager1, 1\1. Hazewir1kel, 
P.J. var1 der Hot1wer1, ar1cl H.1\1. Nielar1d. rrhe bulk of tl1e eclit,orial wor·k 
was carried out by H.M. Niela11d and \V.A.I\1. Aspers. Wir11 Aspers was 
desk editor·. His c~aref11l r·eadir1g led to sever·al i1111)1·over11e11ts. Her1k Niela11d 
took respor1sil)ility for· tl1e pr·eser1tc1t,ion of the co11t,ril)11tior1s i11 suc.:}1 cl way 
tl1at also 11011-specialists c~ot1ld get at least, a taste of· t,l1e sul)jE:)c:t,, witihout 
sacrific:i11g scie11tific deptl·1. 

Tl1e book was prepared f'or prir1tir1g 1Jy S1\1C's f)t1l)lic:atio11 de1)c11·tr11E:r1t. 
Tobias Bc:1,a11de1·s clesigned the <~over· arid t,he layout, a11cl rr1,t11c1g(:<l tl1e illus­
t,ratio11s; J osi Foe took care of tl1e t,y1Jes(~tti11g, ar1cl .J a11 Sc:l1i1)J)e1· J)erfor·111ed 
var·ious l)ackg1·ot1r1d c1ctio11s. F1·a11k va11 cle Wiel J)r·c)vicl(~cl tl1(~ 11ec:essary sup­
port i11 elect1·011ic: file l1c1r1dli11g. 

Firrally, we wa11t to expr·ess gratit11cl(~ to c1ll c111tl1ors for· tl1eir ar·tic:les. 
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